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the lowest, that they were in a condition to resist a
Catholic claimant to the throne, if need were, sword
in hand. But during the early years of the reign
Cecil was working with the rope round his neck.
Hence he could not regard the progress of events
with the imperturbable sang-froid which Elizabeth
always displayed; and all his influence was employed
to push the religious revolution through as rapidly
and completely as possible,

The story that Elizabeth was influenced in her
attitude to Borne by an arrogant reply from Pope
Paul IV. to her official notification of her accession,
though refuted by Lingard and Hallam in their later
editions, has been repeated by recent historians. Her
accession was notified to every friendly sovereign
except the Pope. He was studiously ignored from
the first. Equally unsupported by facts are all at-
tempts to show that during the early weeks of her
reign she had not made up her mind as to the course
she would take about religion. All preaching, it is
true, was suspended by proclamation; and it was
ordered that the established worship should go on
"until consultation might be had in Parliament by
the Queen and the three Estates." In the meantime
she had herself crowned according to the ancient ritual
by the Catholic Bishop of Carlisle. But this is. only
what might have been expected from, a strong ruler
who was not disposed to let important alterations be
initiated by popular commotion or the presumptuous
forwardness of individual clergymen. The impending
change was quite sufficiently marked from the first by
the removal of the most bigoted Catholics from the